JO NT PUBLI C NOTI CE

August 22, 2003

United States Arny State of Louisiana

Cor ps of Engineers Department of Environnental Quality
New Orl eans District O fice of Environnental Services
Regul at ory Branch Post O fice Box 4313

Post O fice Box 60267 Bat on Rouge, LA 70821-4313
New Orl eans, La. 70160-0267

(504) 862-2250 (225) 219-3020

Proj ect Manager Proj ect Manager

Dr. James A. Barlow, Jr. Ms. Mel ani e Bauder

Perm t Application Nunber WQC Application Nunber

WAA- 20- 030- 1883 WQC# MB- 03-0818-01

Interested parties are hereby notified that a permt application has been received
by the New Orleans District of the U S Arny Corps of Engineers pursuant to: [X] Section
10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of March 3, 1899 (30 Stat. 1151; 33 USC 403); and/or [X]
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (86 Stat. 816; 33 USC 1344).

Application has al so been nade to the Louisiana Departnment of Environmental Quality,
O fice of Environmental Services, for a Water Quality Certification (WQC) in accordance
with statutory authority contained in LRS 30:2074 A(3) and provisions of Section 401 of
the Clean Water Act.

DREDGI NG | N BLACK BAYOU, CALCASI EU PARI SH

NAME OF APPLI CANT: Cal casieu Drainage District 4, c/o Spooner & Associates, Inc., P.O
Box 12685, Lake Charles, Louisiana 70612.

LOCATI ON OF WORK: I n Black Bayou, central to a point about 6.3 nmles southerly from Lake
Charl es, Louisiana in Calcasieu Parish, as shown on attached draw ngs.

CHARACTER OF WORK: Cl ear, grade, snag and dredge drainage main W6 and L-3 to inprove

drai nage of surrounding area. Existing spoil banks would be cleared and | eveled prior to
snaggi ng and dredgi ng operations. Approximtely 81,000 cubic yards of material and debris
excavated fromthe canals woul d be deposited on cleared and | evel ed spoil banks | ocated
within a proposed 100-foot right-of-way. The proposed work woul d adversely affect
approximately 15.3 acres of jurisdictional wetlands.

The comrent period for the Departnent of the Arny Permit and the Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality WQC will close 30 days fromthe date of this joint
public notice. Witten comrents, including suggestions for nodifications or objections to
the proposed work, stating reasons thereof, are being solicited from anyone having
interest in this permt and/or this WQC request and nust be mailed so as to be received
before or by the last day of the comrent period. Letters concerning the Corps of
Engi neers pernit application nust reference the applicant's name and the Permit
Application Nunmber, and be nailed to the Corps of Engi neers at the address above,
ATTENTI ON:. REGULATORY BRANCH. Sinilar letters concerning the Water Quality Certification
must reference the applicant's name and the WQC Application nunmber and be mailed to the
Loui si ana Departnment of Environnmental Quality at the address above.
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The application for this proposed project is on file with the Louisiana Depart ment
of Environmental Quality and nmay be exam ned weekdays between 8:00 a.m and 4:30 p. m
Copi es may be obtai ned upon paynment of costs of reproduction

Corps of Engineers Permit Criteria

The deci sion whether to issue a pernmit will be based on an eval uation of the
probabl e inpacts, including cunulative inpacts of the proposed activity on the public
interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and
utilization of inmportant resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to
accrue fromthe proposal mnust be bal anced against its reasonably foreseeable detrinments.
Al factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including the
curmul ative effects thereof; anong those are conservation, econom cs, aesthetics, genera
envi ronnmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood
hazards, floodplain values, |and use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion
recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and
fi ber production, mneral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the
needs and wel fare of the people.

The U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments fromthe public, federal
state, and |ocal agencies and officials, Indian Tribes, and other interested parties in
order to consider and evaluate the inpacts of this proposed activity. Any coments
received will be considered by the U S. Arnmy Corps of Engineers to determ ne whether to
make, modify, condition, or deny a pernmit for this proposal. To make this decision
coments are used to assess inpacts on endangered species, historic properties, water
quality, general environnmental effects, and other public interest factors |isted above.
Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an
Envi ronnmental | npact Statenent pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.
Conments are al so used to deternmine the need for a public hearing and to determine the
overal |l public interest of the proposed activity.

No properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places are near the
proposed work. The possibility exists that the proposed work may damage or destroy
presently unknown archeol ogical, scientific, prehistorical, historical sites, or data.
Copies of this notice are being sent to the State Archeol ogist and the State Historic
Preservation O ficer.

Qur initial finding is that the proposed work woul d neither affect any species
listed as endangered by the U S. Departnents of Interior or Commrerce, nor affect any
habi tat designated as critical to the survival and recovery of any endangered species.

This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation requirenments of
t he Magnuson- St evens Fi shery Conservati on and Managenent Act. The applicant's proposa
woul d result in the destruction or alteration of NA acre(s) of EFH utilized by various
life stages of red drum and penaeid shrinp. Qur initial determ nation is that the
proposed action woul d not have a substantial adverse inmpact on EFH or federally managed
fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico. OQur final determ nation relative to project inpacts and
the need for mitigation nmeasures is subject to review by and coordination with the
Nat i onal Marine Fisheries Service.

If the proposed work involves deposits of dredged or fill material into navigable
wat ers, the evaluation of the probable inpacts will include the application of guidelines
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established by the Adm nistrator of the Environnental Protection Agency. Also, a
certification that the proposed activity will not violate water quality standards will be
required fromthe Department of Environnmental Quality, Ofice of Environmental Services
before a permt is issued.

Any person may request, in witing, within the comment period specified in this
notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for public
hearings shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.



You are requested to comunicate the information contained in this notice to any
ot her parties whomyou deemlikely to have interest in the matter.

Ronni e W Duke
Chi ef, Western Eval uation Section
Regul at ory Branch

Attachnents



